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SUBGRU 10 Public A� airs

USS Ohio (SSGN 726) and USS Maine 
(SSBN 741), homeported in Bangor, 
Wash., and USS Wyoming (SSBN 

742) and USS Georgia (SSGN 729) home-
ported in Kings Bay, Ga., are the initial four 
submarines that have been selected to inte-
grate female officers into their crews. 

The blue and gold crews of the four sub-
marines will each be assigned three female 
officers. 

Two of the women will be submarine offi-
cers, and the third female officer will be a 
warfare qualified supply officer. 

They will be assigned to their first subma-
rine duty station after completing training, 
which consists of nuclear power school, pro-
totype training and the Submarine Officer 
Basic Course. They are expected to report 
to their assigned submarines beginning 
December 2011.

By ABHAN Courtney Messman
NAVSTA Everett Public A� airs

Service members, DoD person-
nel and guests attended an activa-
tion ceremony for the U.S. Navy’s 
newest tug boat, Defiant (YT-804), 
on the Naval Station Everett pier, 
Oct. 22.

The state-of-the-art tug was 
built at J.M. Martinac Shipbuilding 
Corporation in Tacoma. It was 
designed for operation in ports and 
marine terminals where efficiency 
and crew safety are essential. 

“When I look at the Defiant, I see 
more than just a tug boat, there is a lot 
of hard work that goes in to all of this,” 
said Dave Foskett, Port Operations 
region program director.

During the ceremony, Capt. 
Michael Coury, Naval Station Everett 
commanding officer, discussed just 
how significant the addition of the 
defiant is to NSE’s fleet. 

“Ships rely on the tugs for their 
safe and flawless performance each 
time they depart and return to 
home port,” said Coury. “With dou-
ble the horse power and the numer-
ous other advanced features of this 
tug, having the YT-804 formally 
activated at Naval Station Everett 
will greatly advance our efficiency 
for many years to come.”

With a platform 90 feet long, 38 
feet wide and 16 feet deep, the YT 

possesses the capability to pull up 
to 42 tons, and run to a maximum 
speed of 12 knots. The service life 
of Defiant is expected to last 40-45 
years.

“I am impressed not only by the 

vessels capability, but also by the 
many dedicated people that worked 
so hard to achieve such an accom-
plishment,” said Coury.

At the end of the ceremony, 
Coury requested the tug master Les 

Freitas to start up the main engines, 
which officially placed the vessel in 
service. 

Following the activation, guests 
were invited to go aboard the vessel 
for a waterfront tour.

First submarines for female 
of� cer assignments selected
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The guided missile submarine USS Ohio (SSGN 726), along with USS Maine (SSBN 741) are two of four Navy submarines 
selected to become first assignments for female submariners.

Naval Station Everett welcomes new tug boat

ABHAN Courtney Messman

Capt. Michael Coury, commanding officer Naval Station Everett gives a speech during the activation ceremony of Naval Station 
Everett’s newest Tug Boat, Defiant (YT-804).


